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Extracted from the Narrative of an Exploring Expedition to Oregon and California, 
; by Captain J. C. Fremont. 


A 30.—We had constant thunder-storms during the night, but in the 
morning the clouds were sinking to the horizon, and the air was clear and cold, 
with the thermometer at sunrise at 39 deg. Elevation by barometer 5,580 feet. 
We were in motion early, continuing up the little stream without encountering an 
ascent where a horse could not — — and, crossing a slight —— pe be | 
at the summit, descended a a stream, along which we contin on the 
same excellent road. In riding through the numerous cranes were seen ; and 
— do grouse (bonasia umbellus), which lately had been rare, were very 

This little affluent brought us to a larger stream, down which we travelled 
through a more open bottom, on a level road, where heavily laden could 
pass without obstacle. The hills on the right grew lower, and on a more 
open country, we discovered a Shoshonee village; and being desirous to obtain in- 
formation, and purchase from them some roots and berries, we halted on the river, 
which was tly wooded with „willow, maple, service-berry, and aspen. 
A meridian o ion of the sun, which I obtained here, gave 42 deg. 14 min. 
22 sec. for our latitude, and the barometer indicated a height of 5,170 feet. A 
number of Indians came immediately over to visit us, and several men were sent to 
the village with goods, tobacco, knives, cloth, vermillion, and the usual trinkets, 
to exchange for provisions. But they had no game of any kind; and it was difficult 
0 dee miserably poor, and had but little to 
—— ir winter stock of provisions. Sev of the Indians drew aside 

ir blankets, showing me their lean and bony figures; and I could not any longer 
tempt them with a display of our merchandise to part their w subsis- 
them to temporary starva- 
tion. A oo res of the region inhabited by this nation formerly abounded in 

0 ing about in herds, as we had found them on the eastern 
waters, and the otted with scattered bands of antelope ; but so rapidly have 
— within a few years, that now, as we journeyed along, an occasional 
buffalo skull and a few wild antelope were all that remained of the abundance which 
had covered the country with animal life. 

The extraordinary rapidity with which the buffalo is 
tories will not appear surprising when we remember the great 
destruction is 
American 


on which their 

ly carried on. With inconsiderable exceptions, the business of the 

posts is carried on in their skins; every year the Indian villages 
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make new | for which the skin of the buffalo furnishes the material; and in 
that portion of the country where they are still found, the Indians derive their entire 
support from them, and slaughter them with a thoughtless and abominable extrava- 

nee. Like the Indians themselves, they have been a characteristic of the Great 

est; and as, like them, they are visibly diminishing, it will be interesting to 
throw a glance backward through the last twenty years, and give some aceount of 
their former distribution through the country, and the limit of their western range. 

The information is derived principally from Mr. Fitzpatrick, supported by my 
own personal knowledge and acquaintance with the country. Our knowledge does 
not go further back than the spring of 1824, at which time the buffalo were spread 
in immense numbers over the eed river and Bear river vallies, and through all 
the country lying betwen the Colorado, or Green river of the gulf of California, 
and Lewis's fork of the Columbia river; the meridian of Fort Hall then forming 
the western limit of their range. The buffalo then remained for * in 
that country, and frequently moved down the valley of the Columbia, on both sides 
of the river, as far as the Fishing Falls. Below this point they never descended 
in any numbers. About the year 1834 or 1835 they b to diminish very rapidly, 
and continued to decrease until 1838 to 1840, when, with the country we have just 
described, they entirely abandoned all the waters of the Pacific north of Lewis’s 
fork of the Columbia. At that time, the Flathead Indians were in the habit of 
finding their buffalo on the heads of Salmon river, and other streams of the Colum- 
bia; but now they never meet with them farther west than the three forks of the 
Missouri or the plains of the Yellowstone river. 

In the course of our journey it will be remarked that the buffalo have not so 
entirely abandoned the waters of the Pacific, in the Rocky Mountain region south 
of the Sweet Water, as in the country north of the Great Pass. This partial dis- 
tribution can only be accounted for in the great pastoral beauty of that country, 
which bears marks of having long been one of their favourite haunts, and by the 
fact that the white hunters have more frequented the northern than the southern 
region—it being north of the South Pass that the hunters, trappers, and traders 
have had their rendezvqus for many * past; and from that section also the 
— portion of the beaver and rich furs were taken, although always the most 

gerous as well as the most profitable hunting ground. | 

In that region lying between the Green or Colorado river and the head waters 
of the Rio del Norte, over the Yampah, Kooyah, White and Grand rivers—all of 
which are the waters of the Colorado—the buffalo never extended so far to the 
westward as they did on the waters of the Columbia; and only in one or two in- 
stances have they been known to descend as far west as the mouth of White river. 
In travelling through the country west of the Mountains, observation readily 
led me to the impression that the buffalo had, for the first time, crossed that range 
to the waters of the Pacific only afew F prior to the period we are considering ; 
and in this opinion I am sustained by Mr. Fitzpatrick, and the older trappers in that 
country. In the region west of the Rocky Mountains, we never meet with any of 
the ancient vestiges which, throughout all the country lying upon their eastern 
waters, are found in the great highways, continuous for hundreds of miles, alwa 
several inches and sometimes several feet in depth, which the buffalo have made in 
crossing from one river to another, or in traversing the mountain ranges. The 
Snake Indians, more ees those low down on Lewis's fork, have always 
been very grateful to the American trappers, for the great kindness (as they fre- 
wos | expressed it) which they did to them, in driving the buffalo so low down the 

umbia river. 

The extraordinary abundance of the buffalo on the east side of the Rocky Moun- 
tains, and their extraordinary diminution, will be made clearly evident from the 
following statement :—At any time between the years 1824 and 1836, a traveller 
might start from any given point south or north in the Rocky Mountain range, 
journeying by the most direct route to the Missouri river, and, during the whole 
distance, his road would be always among large bands of buffalo, which would 
never be out of his view until he — almost within sight of the abodes of 
civilization. 

At this time, the buffalo occupy but a very limited space, principally along the 
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eastern base of the Rocky Mountains, sometimes extending at the southern extre- 
mity to a considerable distance into the plains between the Platte and Arkansas 
rivers, and along the eastern frontier of New Mexico as far south as Texas. 

In 1842, I found the Sioux Indians of the Upper Platte demontes, as their French 
traders expressed it, with the failure of the buffalo ; and in the following year, 1 
villages from the Upper Missouri came over to the mountains at the heads of 
Platte, in search of them. The rapidly progressive failure of their principle and 
almost their only means of subsistence has created great alarm among them; and 
at this time there are only two modes presented to them, by which they see a good 

rospect for escaping starvation ; one of these is to rob the settlements along the 
frontier of the States ; and the other is to form a league between the various tribes 
of the Sioux nation, the Cheyennes, and Arapahoes, and make war against the 
Crow nation, in order to take from them their country, which is now the best 
buffalo country in the west. This plan they now have in consideration; and it 
would probably be a war of extermination, as the Crows have long been advised of 
this state of affairs, and say that they are perfectly prepared. ese are the best 
warriors in the Rocky Mountains, and are now allied with the Snake Indians; and 
it is probable that their combination would extend itself to the Utahs, who have 
long been engaged in war — the Sioux. It is in this section of country 
that my observation formerly led me to recommend the establishment of a military 
derbe farther course of our narrative will give fuller and more detailed information 
of the present disposition of the buffalo in the country we visited. 

Among the roots we obtained here, I could distinguish only five or six different 
kinds; and the supply of the Indians whom we met consisted principally of yampah, 
(anethum graveolens,) tobacco root, (valeriana,) and a large root of a ies of 
thistle, (circtum Virginianum,) which is now occasionally abundant, and is a very 
agreeably flavoured vegetable. 

We had been detained so long at the village, that in the afternoon we made only 
five miles, and encamped on the same river after a day’s journey of 19 miles. The 
Indians informed us that we should reach the big salt water after having sl 
twice and travelling in a south direction. The stream had here entered a nearly 
level plain or — of good soil, eight or ten miles broad, to which no termination 
was to be seen, and lying between ranges of mountains, which, on the right were 

and smooth, unbroken by rock, and lower than on the left, were they were 
rocky and bald, increasing in height to the southward. On the creek were fringes . 
of young willows, older trees being rarely found on the plains, where the Indians 
burn the surface to produce better grass. Several magpies (pica Hudsonica) were 
seen on the creek this afternoon ; and a rattlesnake was killed here, the first which 
had been seen since leaving the eastern plains. Our camp to-night had such a 
hungry appearance, that I suffered the little cow to be killed, and divided the roots 
and berries among the people. A number of Indians from the village encamped 
near. 

The weather the next morning was clear, the thermometer at sunrise at 44 deg. 
5 min., and, continuing down the valley, in about five miles we followed the little 
creek of our encampment to its junction with a larger stream, called Roseaua, or 
Reed river. Immediately opposite, on the right, the range was gathered into its 
highest , sloping gradually low, and running off to a point apparently some 40 
or 50 miles below. Between this (now become the valley stream) and the foot of 
the mountains, we journeyed along a handsome sloping level, which frequent springs 
from the hills made occasionally miry, and halted at noon near a swampy spring, where 
there were good grass and abundant rushes. Here the river was 40 feet wide, with 
a considerable current; and the valley a mile and a half in breadth; the soil being 
8 good, of a dark colour, and . well adapted to cultivation. The 

y had become bright and 28 the thermometer at 71 deg. By obser- 
vation, our latitude was 41 deg. 59 min. 31. sec., and the elevation above the sea 
4,670 feet. On our left, this afternoon, the range at long intervals formed itself 
into 8, appearing to terminate, about 40 miles below, in a rocky cape; beyond 
which, several others were poe Megas! and we were disappointed when at a very 
little rise we did not see the lake. Towards evening, our way was somewhat 
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obstructed by fields of artemisia, which began to make their appearance here, 
we encam on the Roseaux, the water of which had acquired a decided! — 
taste, nearly opposite to a canon gap in the mountains, through which the Bear 
river enters this valley. As we encamped, the night set in dark and cold, with 
heavy rain; and the artemisia, which was here our only wood, was so wet that it 
would not burn. A poor, nearly starved dog, with a wound in his side from a ball, 
— camp, and remained with us until the winter, when he met a very 
unex ate. — 

As we consider the preceding article more of a topographical and botanical na- 
ture than otherwise, we shall decline for the future burthening the pages of the 
Star with its details. —Ep. 


DISCOURSE BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED SUNDAY AFTERNOON, 
JULY 6th, 1845. 


Eatracted from the Times and Seasons. 
REPORTED BY G. D. WATT. 


Beloved Brethren,—I have been requested to address you this afternoon, and I 
do so with pleasure; for I feel at home among the saints of God, and delight in 
speaking to them of the things of the kingdom, and in unfolding the principles of 
eternal truth. Since I have sat here some ideas have ocourred to my upon 
which I purpose to make a few remarks. 

There have been certain ideas advanced on the stand, that seem to puzzle the 
minds of the Saints; and, as truth, light, and intelligence are what we are all in 
search of, and a knowledge of correct principles being all important, it may be well to 
attempt to throw light on a subject that seems now, to many, to be wrapped in 
obscurity and involved in — 

It has been remarked frequently that we are in eternity, and that we have now 

n to live forever. A great many are at a loss to understand the nature of 
this eternal life, and how we are connected with eternity. The remarks are cer- 
tainly novel; and in order to get at the subject, it will be necessary for us to inves- 

in some measure the meaning of the word eternity. In entering upon this 
subject, I shall necessarily have to refer to certain remarks which I advanced last 
Sabbath in relation to the everlasting, unchangeable principles of the gospel; but 
as every principle pertaining to the gospel of Jesus Ohrist is eternal, it is all 
relevant to the subject about which we are now speaking. The same principles 
that now exist, in relation to the gospel, existed in the various dispensations that 
have been in being in the different ages of the world; they existed in the days of Moses, 
in Enoch’s day, and in the days of Adam; and they existed in eternity in the mind 
of God, before this world rolled into existence, the morning stars sung together, or the 
sons of God shouted for Joy. When we speak of these things we have reference, not 
so much to our existence here on the earth, as we have with regard to pringiple ; prin- 
ciples relative to our coming into existence in this time, to live upon th 
world a few years; for although we came into corporeal existence here, 
thousands of ages before we came here; we only came here to live on 
action, whereon we are to work out our 


ace of the 
e 
stage of 
obation, and to ourselves for the 
eternal courts of glory and a celestial om of God. eis a short space 
between, or in, eternity. er ee before time was, and will exist when time 
will cease; and so didwe. It takes the body and the spirit to make the soul of man, 
or man a “ living soul.” Jesus existed thousands of years before he came here; and 
so did we, a body was prepared him, anda body has been prepared for us; and altho 
the body may be killed or die, the spirit cannot ; and as Jesus lived before he had 
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body, he lived also after his body was slain and inanimate. He had power to lay 
down his life or body, and power to take it up again: and where did his power exist 
if he was dead? Our Saviour spake on a n occasion, on the last great day of 
the feast, and said, “ I am the resurrection and the life, he that believeth in me, 
though he were dead, yet shall he live; and he that liveth and believeth in me, shall 
never die.” But what has become of those that were then in existence, who heard 
and believed these things, and to whom be did then address himself? Are they 
living in their tabernacles here upon the earth? or have they not long since sl 
with their fathers, and their bodies have mouldered with their mother earth, to wait 
for the resurrection of the dead? The latter is the precise situation of those indi- 
viduals, and yet our Saviour made use of the same kind of language with regard 
to eternity, or living for ever, says he, “ He that liveth and believeth in me, though 
he were dead, yet he live; and he that liveth and believeth shall never die. 

re is faith and power connected with the gospel of Jesus Christ, whereby the 
sleeping dead shall burst the barriers of the tomb as Jesus did. He that liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.” They have begun to live a life that is eternal; 
they are put in on of eternal principles; they have partaken of the ever- 
lasting priesthood which is eternal, without beginning of days or end of years; 
the Live become familiar with eternal things, understand matters pertaining 
to their future destiny, and are in possession of an exalted glory. They have be- 
come familiar with all these things, and consequently “ their life is hid with Christ in 
God; Ohrist lives—he lives in them, and theyin him. Though he is dead, he ever 
liveth to make intercession for us,” and all who partake of the same spirit, live to 
him and for him, and to and for eternity, or for eternal glory; and if other bodies 
should die as his did, in possession of the same principles, they will be where Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob are waiting for the resurrection of their bodies; “ for 
God is not the God of the dead, but of the living, for all live unto him.” 

There is something peculiar in regard to these things, and something that is diffi- 
cult to convey right ideas of to man. It is not an task to define or unfold to 
man the relationship that we sustain to God, and how it is that our life is hid with 
Christ in God, as we exist in the glory of the eternal world. 

When our bodies moulder in the dust, what is it but a sleep for a little while? 
What say the seriptures? they s of the sleep of death, the body seems to be 
worn out, the weary wheels of life stand still, and the body crumbles to the dust; 
but the spirit possesses life, and mingles with those intelligencies that exist in the 
eternal world, these persons having the everlasting priesthood, still continue to 
exist and roll forward the designs of Jehovah. Abraham died, so say the 
scriptures, yet Abraham lives, and long after his body had mouldered in the 
dust, we find that Lazarus was seen in his bosom. 

We read of Adam, or Michael if you please, of Gabriel and some others. Who 
was Michael? and who Gabriel? ey were those who had existed in this wor 
those persons having the everlasting priesthood, and who now exist in the 
world to administer in offices pertaining to man on earth. 

Who was it that came to our Saviour to administer unto him when he was on 
the mount with Peter, James,and John? We read that Moses and Elias were seen 
with him. What were they d there if they were dead long ago? They had 
long existed in the eternal world. Who was with John on the Isle of Patmos? 
He was in the spirit on the Lord’s day, and had the heavens unto him, and 
the glories of eternal world unveiled to his astonished vision. He gazed upon 
the future purposes of God, and wrapt in prophetic vision described the d of 
Jehovah down to the latest age. A glorious personage stood before him, who un- 
folded to him many great events. John fell down to worship him ; but he said, see 
thou do it not, “T am thy fellow servant, and of thy brethren, that have 
the testimony of Jesus; worship God.” John might have said, “ You were dead 
long ago.” No, but says Jesus, “I am the resurrection and the life, he that be- 
lieveth in me, though he were dead, shall he live.” Michael, Gabriel, Moses, 
Elias, and thousands of men who the everlasting priesthood on the earth and 
officiated in it here, existed or lived still to the work which they had commenced 
upon the earth. They had the ever g priesthood while upon earth, and offici- 
ated in it according to the eternal purposes of God, and the laws that govern the 
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eternal world while — and when they left this earth they 
still lived in another sphere; their names were not blotted out of existence; they 
had the everlasting priesthood that administers in time and eternity. This was the 
situation of these individuals, as far as the other world is concerned. 

There is a curious expression made use of by one of the apostles. He says, 
„Awake, thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give you 
light.” The fact of the matter is, the whele world lies in the arms of the wicked 
one. The whole world witb all their religion, honours, pride, and philosophy, are 
ignorant of God and his purposes. They know nothing of God, nor of the laws 
which govern hiskingdom. They neither know how to save themselves, nor their 
friends; they are unacquainted with the principles of the eternal plan of salvation, 
for “ darkness has covered the earth, 2 gross darkness the minds of the people.” 
But let those who are ignorant of the eternal principles of heaven, and the laws that 
govern the eternal world, and the kingdom of Jehovah, have their understandings 
once enlightened by the spirit of God; let the intelligence of heaven once beam upon 
their hearts, and their capacities expanded by the powers of eternal truth, and 
by the word of salvation, and they — — out of slumber, exclaiming what have 
I been doing all my life long? I have been searching for intelligence, honour, 
and glory. I have been searching after truth, but find that I know nothing of 
God, neither of spirits, angels, heaven, hell, nor of eternal life. I have been ina 
sleep, which is worse than the sleep of death. Let such individuals be once awa- 
kened, and understand by the teachings of the spirit of Jehovah the knowledge 
which he imparts to those who begin to awake to the knowledge of his kingdom, 
then the spirit of God beams upon their minds with resplendent glory, and life at once 
2 up; yea, they are born again, not of flesh, nor of the word of man, but of 

od; they are born again of the spirit, and are made new creatures in Christ 
Jesus ;—thus being born again of the spirit of God, they can rejoice with joy un- 
speakable, and full of glory. 

We do not expect that our bodies will live to all eternity, for we know 
the scriptures say, that “ it is appointed for man once to die.” And another scrip- 
ture says, he that liveth, Sy RAN in me, shall never die.” Does the scripture 
contradict itself? What are we to understand by these sayings? One scripture 
says it is appointed for man once to die, and yet Jesus says, “ he that liveth, and 

ieveth in me, shall never die.” A man that liveth and believeth in Jesus Christ 
has the principles of everlasting life within him, and hence says Jesus, “ if any man 
thirst let him come to me and drink,” and further, “I will be in him a well of 
Water, springing up unto everlasting life; and the water that I shall give him, shall 
be in him a well that shall spring up unto everlasting life.” Do you believe it? 
So said Jesus, and the principles that he taught were the eternal truths of heaven, 
they were true before he uttered them, they existed in eternity; they were true 
after he uttered them and they are true now. It has the principle of life in itself, 
and is so true that all those who participate in the fulness of the gospel, will receive 
eternal life, or in other words, shall have in them “ a well of water, springing up 
unto eternal life ;” hence it is, that the gospel embraces eternal covenants, eternal 
principles, and eternal laws, that will hold in eternal bonds things past and things 
to 228 as Judge Phelps says in one of his hymns, it is “ eternity now and 
eternity then. 

The relationship and transactions of the priesthood are eternal; they are inti- 
ng | connected with other worlds and act with reference to eternal things; “ what 
they bind on earth is (recorded and) bound in heaven,” what they loose on earth 
is loosed in heaven. ey are the legal representatives of the heavenly world, and 
are acknowledged as such in the courts of heaven, consequently for them to die, or 
cease to exist, would make a blank in creation and subvert the designs of Jehovah. 
But as Jesus was put to death in the flesh, and quickened by the spirit, and then 
continued his work in preaching to spirits in prison, even so will the priesthood, as 
— — Elias, and the angel or prophet who administered unto John on the Isle 
of Patmos. 

We have begun to have a relationship with eternity and eternal thi We 
knew nothing of these things while associated with the Christian wor If a 
man formed any relationship there, it was considered only for a time, and 
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at death every thing relating thereto, ended. If he should have a friend drop 
out of existence and not be converted, his doom was to go down, down, down to 
the bottom of the bottomless pit, to be bound for ever and ever in the flames of 
liquid fire and brimstone. In those days almost every body professed to be ac- 
quainted with the great principles of salvation, although they neither knew God, 
nor the principles of — 1 ut we are in possession of principles revealed from 
heaven, of a gospel that will save men; and if they will not be saved they must go 
down to hell, until the prison doors be opened, and the captives set free. Our Sa- 
viour was put to death in the flesh, and yet he was quickened by the — and by 
that spirit he went to preach to the spirits in prison, who had been held in confine- 
ment since the days of Noah. He preached that — might have liberty, that — 
might from henceforth be snatched from the jaws of the devil, and having suffe 
enough for their crimes, he came to open the prison doors and preach the accept- 
able year of the Lord. He was put to death in the flesh, and quickened by the 
irit, so will every believer, and be put in possession of the same eternal principle ; 
for if the same spirit dwell in us, it will also quicken our mortal bodies, so that we 
shall not only exist in spirit, but our bodies will exist upon the same principle. 
How different is this to the religion of the world. Theirs is full of gloom, and 
misery, and death—ours of life and immortality. All the wisdom which is mani- 
fested by the religious world, or by the nations of the earth, in relation to 
futurity, is that they be preparad to meet death. When I went to the 
Methodist class meeting, I was asked“ Well, brother, are you prepared for 
death?” I don’t think any thing about death; I don’t believe in meetin 
Christ at death. I believe that Christ is our life, and that when he who is our life 
shall appear, we shall appear like unto him in glory; be is our life, our — head, 
and by the power that d wells in him, we may be raised to immortal bloom, and gr 
eternity itself. What is eternity? It is duration. It had no beginning and it wi 
have no end. What is the priesthood? It is everlasting; it had no beginning and 
will have no end. What is matter? It is eternal. t is spirit? It is eternal. 
God did not make this world out of nothing that would be impossible. But the 
Christians say nothing is impossible with God. He made the world out of matter 
that existed before he framed it. He spake, chaos heard, and the world rolled into 
existence. There is no end to the works of the Almighty, and we may soar amidst 
the knowledge of God forever. We can look unto Jesus Christ forever. We 
can do the works that he did and greater, because he has gone to the Father; for we 
are told all things were created by him and for him—principalities, powers, thin 


—— and things to come; and if ever we should get to such a state as to be like 


im, we might be able to do such kind of business as he did the same as carpenters 
or any other mechanics know how to make the various utensils that are used by 
man. They do not make them out of nothing—the trouble is to get material ; it 
troubles them sometimes to get a stock to commence with or to drive business a-head, 
and I t we shall want some one to counsel us, and shall have to covenant to 
abide by his counsel and walk to the mark. It is also necessary that we should 
learn the principles of order and government, but we must first learn how to govern 
ourselves, then Sen to govern our families, and lastly, learn how to be governed, 
which is the most diffoult. lesson that can be set us — it is infinitely worse than go- 
verning others. Jesus was not prepared to govern till he was placed in circum- 
stances that * him experience. The scriptures say it was necessary to the bringing 
of many souls to glory that the captain of our salvation should be made perfect 
through sufferings ; so he was not perfect before, but had to come here to be made 
perfect. He had to come here to pass through a multitude of sufferings, and be 
tempted and tried in all points like unto us, because it was necessary; had it not 
been necessary he would not have been placed in those circumstances, and this is 
the reason why we are here, and kicked and cuffed round, and hated and despised 
by the world. The reason why we do not live in peace is because we are not pre- 
pared for it. We are tem and tried, driven, mobbed, and robbed ; 
are in our midst, who cause trouble and vexation of spirit, and these are all to 
keep down our pride and learn us to honour the God of Jacob in all things and to 

e us appear what we really are. The gospel turns us inside out and makes 
manifest every good and every evil way. When we were in other churches we would 
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r is a pattern 
iety ; but when the gospel among them, they loose all their false religion. 
an — piety, and manifest the weakness of human nature, as much vanity 
and folly as any body else, though they would seem to be more righteous than the angels 
who are on high, or the intelligencies that surround the throne of God. The trials to 
which they are exposed drag into day-light their follies, tear away their mask and false 
covering, and make them appear in their true colours. This is just the situation 
that we are placed in, and it is necessary that we should be tried, and kicked, and 
cuffed, and twisted round, that we may learn obedience by the things we suffer. 
You never would whip your boy if you could make him without chastisement. 
I will tell you how I would do, if I should sin against God. I would go to him and 
confess — fault and ask forgiveness. If I have sinned against the brethren I will 
go and ask them to forgive me. I would not have any —_ brought — — 
me for I should be sure to get a flogging, I therefore would humble myself and 
ask forgiveness before I got it. If you transgress the law of God, and 
do not find it hard to kick against the pricks, I do not — — about it; 
but says one, it is almost impossible for me to endure it; you better however 
endure it than suffer a worse thing, for it is the intention of God to try you. 
Some of the brethren talk a great deal about their troubles and trials. They say, I 
ean hardly endure it. I am not sorry that you are tried, I am glad of it, and some 
of the sisters will put on a pitiable face, and look so mournful you would think they 
were going to give up the ghost; I am glad of it—I am glad to see le in 
trouble when I know that it is for their salvation? Do you feel sorrowful? Ido | 
not know that I do, and if I did, I would not tell any bodyabout it. I feel just as 
the Methodists sing, there is a better day a coming; praise the Lord.” I believe 
in that scripture which says—we have sorrow in the night, but joy cometh in the 
morning. I am willing to bear it, and = roll on ye I billows, and take your 
own course; spend all your fury, for the Lord is my God, and I shall triumph. I 
pray that I may neither swerve to the right, nor to the left, nor do any thing against 
my brother, nor my sister, nor my God; but act all the time with reference to 
eternity. I will tell you what it is, I know before God, that if we were only pre- 
pared to receive greater blessings, we should have them roll upon our heads, until 
there was no room to contain them: blessings of every kind—blessings temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal; and as we —— to live for eternity, and as God is our 
eternal fatber, and has taught us e principles ; and as we are — an 
eternal relationship with and with each other, we shall understand by by, 
when that house is completed, all things that are taking place. 

What have we to fear? What fear have we of mobs, beasts, or any thing else? 
We fear nothing bat God. We fear God and know no other fear. We are in the 
bands of God, we know the will of God, and are acting with reference to eternity 
to make provisions for our dead and our posterity yet to come. Well, says some, 
“ we do not at all understand this.” You will understand it, and what you do not 
understand now, you will hereafter understand, for there are those that know it 

—there are those who know how to save themselves and those that are 
; — parm, end what ordinances to 
administer in, and how to administer them, even ali about it, and how to 
you in relationship to God, angels, and to one another; then you will know 
more about eternity and eternal things than you do now. These are some of the 
feelings that I have in relation to this subject, and when I speak of living forever, 
and being in eternity, I will tell you how I feel—I feel surrounded with eternal 
principles] feel like being united in an eternal covenant with God and my friends, 
which you will understand by and by, and being in possession of eternal principles, 
we see and feel the necessity of an eternal covenant, and of holding u relationship 
to those who have gone before, for without them we cannot be made perfect. 
What have we to fear? All things are ours; the kingdom is ours; and we are 
— 2 when he who is our life shall appear, we shall 
wi in glory. 
Perseeution is for our good, and if we have hard things to endure, let us round 
up our shoulders and bear them in the name of the and not murmur. The 
pattern has been set before us by some of the ancients. At the time that Job’s sons 
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were slain by the falling of a house, and when he was despoiled of his oxen, sheep, 
and — the time he was deprived of every thing, and his body was covered 
over with scabs and putrifying sores, and at the time his friends forsook him 
his enemies tantalized bien. Did he find fault with any of * people that had 
stolen his oxen, sheep, and camels? No, he did not blame the s and Chal- 
deans particularly for their unrighteous deeds; he did not consider that they were 
the origin of his misfortunes, but the instruments employed ; he knew they were under 
the guidance of the Almighty, and did not complain, nor wish his enemies to be 
cursed; but he said, the Lord gave and the Lord taketh away, blessed be the name 
of the Lord. Do not find fault if we have a few apostates among us here, for 
are mean, damnable, and pitiable characters; they were made for that purpose 
have got to ify their calling. How mean, and contemptible, and devilish are 
they—they would not fulfil the measure of their creation if they did not act as they 
do. Do not tind fault with them, but let them do their own business, and pursue 
their own course, for it is necessary that we should have to cope with, vanquish 
and overcome every spirit to perfect us here, and to prepare us for our futare exist- 
ence; for we may yet have more powerful spirits to cope with, even as Michael or 
Adam, who contended with Satan about the body of Moses. She . 

I do not know that I have explained the principles of eternal life to the mind of 
every individual so that all can understand. I will, therefore, make.a few additional 
remarks which may have a tendency further to elucidate this subject. Before we 
were acquainted with this gospel we knew nothing about eternal principles, for it was 
not until we became acquainted with it and embraced it, that we had in our posses- 
sion the principles of eternal life; before that we were ign orant of God, angels, 


spirits, heaven, and hell; but when we embraced this we embraced the ever- 
lasting covenant, the laws of which give us a right to the throne of Jehovah; to as 
many as believed, to them gave he power to become the sons of God. Before they 
were born they were not sons, but being born, we become sons, children, young 
men, and after that men. It is necessary that men be acquainted with prin- 
ciples, that the seed should be sown to produce the blade, then the ear, then the full 
corn in the ear, to accomplish the purpose for which it was sown. If the seed was 
never sown it could never proms and we shall never reap good seed, except good 
seed shall grow. The everlasting gospel, or the everlasting priesthood was not 
known till the Lord revealed it from the heavens by the voice of his I, and 
when we receive these principles and they abide in us, we shall then have the prin- 
ciples of eternal life. It was small when it first began, but you see the spirit of 
God has caused it to grow and become a mighty tree, and its branches cover the 
whole earth. Without the principle of eternal life, the principle of eternal know- 
ledge never could be imparted as a blessing to the human family; and when once 
the key was turned, when the door was unlocked, and the seed once sown, trath 
began to grow, and the communication opened between the heavens and the earth, 
2828 men in a situation to converse with beings that surround the throne 
of .. The Melchisedic priesthood holds the keys that unfold the of 
Jehovah, and drag into day-light the secret of God, the —— of godliness, as 
well as the secret abominations of the wicked. Yea, life and immortality are 
brought to light through the gospel.” If we can see life and immortality let us 
hide ourselves under it, make a mantle of it, imbibe it in our spirit, become inocu- 
lated with it, and we shall live forever. It will spring up to everlasting life, to eter- 
nal glory and salvation, and whoever is in possession of it, is in ion of salva- 
tion; and whoever is in possession of salvation, is in ion of eternal life; this 
emanated from God; yea, it is God. Do you believe it? What saith the 
Know ye not that Christ dwelleth in you except ye be bates; and in Obrist is 
life, and that life is the light of men, and it shineth in kness, but the darkness 
comprehendeth it not; but when it is comprehended, it is life, salvation, and 
eternal glory. The relationship that we sustain to our wives and children is eter- 
nal; we are bound to them by an eternal covenant, (if indeed we have entered into 
that covenant) and knowing how to save them, death will not dissolve the cove- 
——— live and enjoy their society and participate in their glory worlds 
Is not this a glorious subject to dwell upon; the principles of eternal life, the idea of 
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being in God, of having him about us, to control, sustain, and bless us. I will tell 
you these are glorious themes—themes that — 7 delight to dwell upon, and that 
cheer the hearts of the intelligences around the throne of God; the principles of 
eternal life with them are a delightful subject, and you will understand more about 
them when you get more teaching upon the subject. The scriptures could not tell all 
things, nor ever can, because there are times and seasons, laws, principles, and au- 
thorities that regulate, govern, control and put in order. We have to come toa 
knowledge of these things in order, not in disorder. Suffice it to say, then, we un- 
derstand something of the principle of eternal life. God is in all things—he is the 
light that lightens all things ; he is in the moon, the light of the moon, and the power 
by which it was made. He is also in the sun, and the light of the sun, and the 
power by which it is made; and the same light that lighteneth our understanding, 
even the spirit of the most high God, is in all things, round about all things, and 
through al things. To some men God is a consuming fire, but to the Saints eter- 
nal life and glory. | 
Let us be — and submit to the authorities of God in all things, and be 
goverend by the authority of the eternal priesthood, and we shall understand all 
things pertaining to our salvation. Trust in God and the authorities of his church. 
Do not be fearful and unbelieving, for the fearful and unbelieving go outside the 
city. Do not be troubled about anything. I should be ashamed of telling any 
body I was troubled. Talk about your troubles; for God's sake let me never hear 
it again. Talk about peace and the principles of eternal life—about God, angels, 
Ko. We want , and the fellowship of the spirit of God in our midst, — all 
4 will be well. I am suprised to hear any body talk about troubles; poor creatures, 
you have little souls. I never had much trouble myself, for I have no time to be 
‘ troubled because of taking care of other people. I do not know that I ever had 
any trouble, for I am always looking forward to eternal life. When trouble comes 
upon you I would recommend the course Bunyan took in the Pilgrim’s Progress; 
he put his fingers in his ears, and cried life, life, eternal life; so when you hear any 
one talk about their troubles, put your fingers in your ears and cry life, life, eternal 
life. God bless you for ever and ever. en. 


Latter-day Saints Millennial Star. 


OCTOBER Is, 1846. 


Dear BRETHREN.—During the last winter, the Council of the Church in America, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, deemed it necessary to send unto you a num- 
ber of fellow labourers in the gospel, to aid you in sustaining and in spreading forth 
the cause of our blessed Lord throughout the British Isles. The greater number 
of those who were appointed to go, made as speedy preparations as possible, and 
began to leave for the place of their destination, to commence their labours under 
the superintendence of the presidency of the Church in England, to whom their 
letters of commendation were addressed. 

Since the above arrangements were made, and in some measure carried into effect, 
it hath pleased the Lord to direct the council by his Spirit to send unto you, in ad- 
dition, a deputation of three of their own number, with instructions to regulate and 
set in order the various departments of the church, and to so dispose the labours 
and services of the respective gifts and talents as to insure the greater happiness 
and prosperity of the church. 

Elder Taylor and myself arrived here on the third instant, and issued a circular 
on the same day, which is republished in this number of the Star to give it a wider 
circulation. When we sailed from New York, elder Pratt was in Boston, making 
ready tocome. We are thankful that we have once more arrived in safety upon 
the shores of Old England, the home of our forefathers, to examine the vineyard 
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which some of us had the honour, a few years ago, to be instrumental in planting. 
But by dreams and by visions—by word and by letter, did we know in the Ameri- 
can wilderness, that all was not going right in this country. The vineyard has been 
neglected—the watchmen have not been at their post; through liberties which 
they have taken, the Spirit of God hath left them, and they have been lured into 
snares by the god of this world. However good their intentions may have been, 
their wisdom has been turned into folly, in consequence of directing their opera- 
tions to matters for which they had no license or warrant from the Church or 
Council. That holy zeal for the conversion and salvation of souls, which ought to 
burn in the bosom of every man that has been honoured with a priesthood after 
the power of an endless life, has been quenched and smothered by the chilling damps 
of a misguided ambition, bequeathing uneasiness, disappointment, and vexation to 
thousands of precious souls, both within and without the church. This ought not 
so to Be. 

The Spirit of God never sent forth men to preach “ Joint Stock-ism ;” neither 
did it ever inspire the hearts of our elders to proclaim it; and as an evidence of the 
truth of these declarations, a damp and a chill came over the minds of the Saints 
whenever you did it. It has bfought darkness and not light, pain and not joy; 
but when the spirit of God sends you forth, it will tell you to preach the pure and 
plain principles of the gospel, and to confine yourselves within the circle of your 
own experience and knowledge. It will tell you to let“ heads” and “ horns” alone; 
and he who makes the greatest pretensions to a knowledge of mysteries, understands 
the least in the kingdom of God. The man of real merit is not anxious to exalt 
himself, but is content to let his merit exalt him without any personal trouble to 
do it. Whenever a man tries to exalt himself; you may know that he despairs of 
his own merit doing it. Some men are above their business—some are above the 
poor labouring classes, and deem it exile to be in such a field of labour, and some 
have suffered their vanity to puff them up above their own name. When the young 
mind becomes tempered with a little more experience in human nature and in bible 
truth, it will learn that a small stone slew Goliah, and also that precious stones 
are always small, while large rocks are of comparatively little value. Repentance . 
and baptism should be preached unto men for the remission of sins, and the laying 
on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost. They should be taught to pray in 
secret, and in their families, both morning and evening. The elders should lay 
hands on the sick and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord, that they may 
be healed: and wherever there is a meek and teachable spirit, whether in our 
church or out of it, lay your hands upon such an one, if sick, and comfort, bless, and 
heal; or if there is not faith to do this, leave your peace and blessing upon the dis- 
tressed and go your way and Heaven will bless you. Let the priests visit the house 
of each member, and the presiding elders should see that all such duties are per- 
formed, that lost or stray sheep may be gathered in. Let vitality be nourished 
wherever it is found, and he that will live help him to live. Remember, dear 
brethren, that the care of souls is committed to you, and happy will he be whose 
garments are pure and unspotted with their blood. 

I will inform you that the church in America, though having suffered most cruel 
and bloody persecutions of late, is now prosperous and happy. She is in the wilder- 
ness, with the native sons of the forest, journeying to find a location far from the 
the abodes of feeling and enlightened Christians, whose hands are reeking fresh 
with the blood of saints, prophets, and the martyrs of Jesus. In the vallies of the 
American Pyrenees or Rocky Mountains does she hope to find a resting place after 


fleeing from the face of the serpent. 
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Cruel are the wrath and vengeance of men, but more cruel will be the lashes of 
a guilty conscience, when Heaven makes requisition for blood. The former we have 
suffered-in America, while the deeds of our enemies have given them a legitimate 
and an unavoidable claim upon the latter. A little more patience and perseverance 
will therefore enable us yet to see justice in the ascendant, with the diamond of 
mercy glittering on his brow, and lighting up the countenances of the oppressed 
with the glow of immortality, and inspiring them to sing —“ We have come up out 
of great tribulation, and washed our robes and made them white in the blood of 
the Lamb.” 

By the request of some of our friends here I take charge of the publication of the 
Srak for the present, until elder Orson Spencer arrive from America. He is ap- 
pointed by our Council to fill that station, and he possesses every qualification re- 
quisite to make our periodical highly interesting and useful to every class of society. 

Brethren, give us your prayers, that the spirit and wisdom of God may dirtct all 
our energies, and that our labours may be a blessing to you and to the world. You 
have our kind feelings and unchangeable love, with the assurance that we shall 
spare no pains to give you all necessary information upon the great and important 
subject of the gathering or the dispensation of the fulness of times. 

Your brother in the bonds of the gospel, 
Orson Hr, President of the American Deputation. 


CIRCULAR. 


Betovep BreTaren,—Having been appointed a mission to visit the Church in 
England by a special manifestation of the Spirit of God, through the Council of 
the Twelve Apostles of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, in America, 
with written instructions from under the seal of said council to regulate and set in 
order every department of said church in this country, according to the wisdom 
that God may give us. 

We are happy to embrace the earliest opportunity of informing you that we, 
through the mercy and goodness of God, arrived here in good health and safety this 
morning, and have thought proper to appoint a Conference in Manchester, to com- 
mence on Saturday the 17th instant, at ten o clock a.m. The presiding officers of 
Branches and Conferences, throughout the realm, are particularly requested to at- 
tend, so far as may be practicable, and as many others, both male and female, as 
may cherish a wish to do so, as there will be business transacted in 
body of the Saints is interested. 

We would advise the Saints, of whose e Providente han to 0 
certain extent, made us the guardians, to patronizethe Joint Stock Company no more 
for the present. That is an institution wholly independent of the church, and we 
do not wish to see a religious influence enforced upon the Saints to draw money 
from them, with the ostensible design of conveying them to another country, when 
indeed that money is applied to purposes other than those for which it was subscri- 
bed. There are two ways of transacting business—one is with prudence and eco- 
nomy, and another is with wasteful prodigality. At our conference, proper instruc- 
tions will be given to the Saints upon all these matters. 

With feelings of much regard for your temporal and spiritual welfare—with 
hearts full of sympathy and good will towards you, we have the honour to subscribe 
ourselves your brethren in Christ, Oxson 

Liverpool, Oct. 8, 1846. Jom 

P.S.—Elder Parley P. Pratt is daily expected here. 


+ 
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LETTER FROM ELDER DUNN TO ELDER APPLEBY, OF PHILADELPHIA. 


The following is the copy of a letter written by elder Dunn, then in New York, to elder 
Appleby, of Philadelphia, who published the same in a circular with some appropriate re- 
marks of his own, together with a brief statement from elder John Taylor. 


New York, August 4th, 1846. 

Dear Brother Appleby,—TI address you a few lines this morning, which may be for your 
benefit, as I understand that Strangism is making a division in the branch at Philadelphia. 
I shall state the facts which I am knowing to, as I was presiding over the western part of 
the State of Michigan at the time J. J. Strang presented himself as a prophet to the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, appointed, as he said, by brother Smith. 
He came to the town of Florence, St. Joseph's County, Michigan, on the 5th of A 
1844, and presented a letter to me purporting to come from brother J. Smith. I read its 
contents, and saw that it did not correspond with the Revelation that is in the Book of 
Covenants, for it says if he (Joseph) “transgresses he shall not have power except to ap- 
point another.” And the revelation to J. J. Strang, purporting to come from brother 
Smith, appointed Strang’s counsellor and gathering ret yas &c., which the Book of Covenants 
said he should not do, for if he transgress h only have power to appoint, and go 
no further. 

And furthermore, Strang’s revelation commands the apostles, through J. Smith, to pro- 
claim this my doctrine abroad—the gathering at Voree in Wisconsin. I asked Mr, 
if the twelve were the apostles? Yes, he said, they were. I asked him if they knew 
anything about this revelation? He said they did not. I then asked him if he had been 
ordained a prophet? He replied he had not. I then asked him how he was going to 
receive an ordination? He replied he did not know. I then said to him, if you have not 
been ordained you have no authority to act asa prophet, no more than a justice of the 
peace has before he has been authorized, although he has been elected by the people. He 
acknowledged to me he had no authority to act as a prophet, and said he must receive an 
ordination by those who held the authority, and agreed not to say any more about the 
gathering at Voree until the revelation was sanctioned by the twelve, and that he would 
return home. But he knew very well that he would not meet with good success at Nauvoo 
with his letter, and refused to obey counsel after he had agreed to. I then called a 
conference, and after hearing his side of the question, I arose and told him what I was 
charged to do. 

If any elder came along with a revelation, or taught doctrine contrary to the Bible, Book 
of Covenants, and Book of Mormon, to counsel them to return home; and you said you 


would do it, Ar- have caught yourself, seeing you have refused to do so. I then told. 


him that they two letter stamps at the post-office in Nauvoo, or else his was a forged 
one, as I had three letters from the office about the same time his was mailed, which gave 
me a few chances to test his. His was stamped with black ink, and the letters (or type) 
were one size larger than the three which I had, and they were stamped with red ink. I 
called him to the stand, he saw the difference, and his head dropped as if he had been 
knocked down. I then demanded his license, but he had none to give, for he had never 
received any. I sent the proceedings of the meeting to Nauvoo, informing them that he 
was cut off from the church, and it was published. And no more of Strangism was heard 
of until last fall. | 

He knowing the movement of the church, and the persecution, took another position, 
and said he was ordained by an angel at the time brother Joseph was killed, and he has 
caught some of the uneasy spirits to follow him, and by their little cunning have deceived 
some honest ones. His last position is no better than the first, for he admits Joseph holds 
the keys of the kingdom in this world, and in the world to come. Well, how did brother 
Joseph get the keys conferred upon him? By Peter, James, and John, because they held 
them last on the earth. Well, if Joseph had the keys conferred upon him by N 
and John, and he (Strang) admits that Joseph holds them in the world to come, I ask how 
can Strang get the keys, or receive them from any other personage? He cannot, no more 
than Joseph could from any other than Peter, James, and John, for they held that authority. 
And I would say to all of the Saints who have not heard of the foundation of Strangism, 
that the above is verily true, and as a servant of God my prayer is that you may not be 
deceived by him, for he can no more live than a limb of an oak tree when severed the 
body. I do not write this to you as instructing you in the order of God, but to inform 
you of the course Strang took, that you, by the of God, may be able to put down 
every false spirit. I remain, your brother in 

Donn. 


— 
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The preceding letter is conclusive evidence of the base and wicked designs of James J, 
Strang, and it will redeem all who may have been ensnared by his deceptions, except such 
as possess a spirit similar to his own. . 

The Saints well remember that one John C. Bennett, whose known corruption and 
wickedness relieves me from the necessity of commenting upon his character, once warmly 
espoused the Mormon cause, but for his crimes was disfellowshipped by that people, and 
afterwards wrote a book exposing their corruptions, as he said. In this book he states 
that he did not join the Mormons because he believed in them, but for the purpose of 
finding out their iniquity. This same Bennett, after the martyrdom of Joseph Smith, 
professed to have received from him a sealed document while he was in good standing in 
the church, with a solemn charge from Mr. Smith that he should not break the seal until 
after his (Mr. Smith’s) death. Accordingly, after Mr. Smith’s death, the sealed document 
was forthcoming, and it claimed to be a revelation from Joseph Smith, appointing Sidney 
Rigdon his successor in office. Mr. Bennett contended that this was as it should be, and 
this revelation was swallowed so greedily by Mr. Rigdon’s party that they published it in 
an extra. ae: 

This same Bennett has now joined Mr. Strang as the successor of Joseph Smith, and 
become his right hand man We wonder what the renowned doctor has done with his 
sealed revelation that he said was from God, or if he has embraced Mormonism under Mr. 
Strang for the same purpose that he said he embraced it before? But “birds of a feather 
will flock together.” 

Having had some conversation with elder John Taylor, one of the twelve apostles of the 
church, who is now in this city, I solicited his certificate to certain things with which he 
was personally acquainted. 

W. J. Appiesy, presiding elder of the church in Philadelphia. 


For the satisfaction of all whom it may concern, I here state, that at the time of Mr. 
Strang’s letter of appointment to the presidency of the church purports to have been 
written him by Joseph Smith, which was, according to the date of said letter, only about 
ten days before he was killed, I was with him nearly all the time, and am a member of the 
only council that could legally act in cases which that letter refers to—that I attended 
every council that was called in which Joseph Smith presided, after that time—that I did 
not forsake him—I was with him and Hyrum iu prison and in death—that when they fell 
as martyrs, my blood mingled with theirs, having received four balls in my body. And I 
do know that Joseph Smith never wrote, nor caused to be written the letter that Strang 
exhibits, containing his appointment, and I also know that he is an impostor, a false and 
wicked man. His letter of © ype og is a near relative of John C. Bennett's famous 
revelation. It was brought into being through some such process, and I warn all the 
Saints to beware of that base and wicked man. 


Philadelphia, August 29th, 1846. 


Joun Tarox. 


COPY OF A LETTER FROM JAMES J. STRANG, TO ORSON HYDE AND 
JOHN TAYLOR. 


Philadelphia, August 30th, 1846. 
Messrs. J. Taylor and Orson Hyde,—Knowing from your public proceedings, as well as 
otherwise, that you, and others associated with you, claim the right, and are attempting to 
use the power of dictating all the affairs of the church of Jesus Christ in all the world, 
not under the directions of the first presidency thereof, but independently; I suggest to 
you the propriety of publicly shewing by what means you are authorized to act as leaders 
to said church, and offer to publicly discuss that question with you in this city, or any 
other proper place that will suit your convenience. 
Your answer to this, left at the house of Jacob Gibson, on the N. E. corner of Third and 
Dock Streets, near the post-office, will receive immediate attention. 
Yours respectfully, James J. Sreana. 


ANSWER TO THE ABOVE. 


Sir,—After Lucifer was cut off and thrust down to hell, we have no knowledge that 
God ever condescended to investigate the subject or right of authority with him. 
Tour case has been disposed of by the authorities of the church, and being satisfied with 
our own power and calling, we have no disposition to ask from whence yours came. 
Yours respectfully, Orson Hype, 
Joun Tarron. 
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CONFERENCE MINUTES. 


This conference was held according to announcement on the 13th ultimo, and as we 
are desirous of laying before you a few of the principle items connected therewith, the 
following is an outline. 

Having assembled in our room, near the Corn Exchange, at ten o’clock, it was moved 
by elder Sylvester, and seconded by elder Mitchell, that elder Ure preside 

Moved by the president, and seconded by elder Rodgers, that elder Mitchell be clerk. 
Both motions were submitted to the meeting and carried unanimously. 

The president then called the meeting to order and gave out a hymn on the 95th page, 
after which he engaged in prayer, that we might have the spirit and blessing of Israel’s 
God with us throughout the day in all our proceedings. The hymn on the 10th page was 
then sung. 

The president, after he had made a few remarks, called on the different delegates to 
represent the various branches of the conference. | 

Elder Mitchell was then called on to represent the Sheffield branch, which consists of 
239 members, including 1 high priest, 4 elders, 16 priests, 6 teachers, two deacons; bap- 
tized since last conference 18. Doncaster, represented by priest Emery, 41 members, in- 
cluding 1 elder, 3 priests, 1 deacon; baptized 2. Newhall, represented by elder Ward, 
7 members, including 1 elder, 1 teacher. Woodhouse, represented by elder Hall, 41 mem- 
bers, including 2 elders 5 priests, 2 teachers, 2 deacons, © Hoyland Common, represented 
by priest Lee, 18 members, including 1 elder, 2 priests, 1 teacher, 1 deacon; baptized 2. 
Mathersea, represented by elder Padley, 44 members, including 1 elder, 1 priest, 2 teachers, 
1 deacon. Gringley, represented by elder Padley, 14 members, including 1 elder. 

The above branches are in good condition with the exception of a few, who have been 
led by the spirit of the devil instead of the spirit of God, but we hope soon either to reclaim 
or to lop them off; we shall give them every chance we can, so that if they are cut off the 
blame will rest upon themselves. 

It was then moved and seconded that Rotherham be organized into a branch. 

It was also moved by the clerk and seconded by the president, that elder Wood be pre- 
sident of that branch. The motions were put and carried unanimously. 

It was moved by elder Ward and seconded by elder Mitchell, that teacher Bower, from 
Newhall, be ordained to the office of priest. Carried unanimously, 

The president of the Woodhouse branch having on former occasions stated his intention of 
giving up the presidency of that branch, it was then moved and seconded that we accept 
his resignation, and that elder Leonard Hall be appointed in his place, over that branch. 
The motions were then put and carried unanimously. | 

Elder Travis was then requested to continue as the president over the Hoyland Common 
branch, and that priests Wells and Wharton labour in that region of country with bim. 

The signs for the spread of the gospel in that part are very cheering, in fact there is 
Wesperdale and Barnsley where we have some one or two members; at Wesperdale, a gen- 
tleman has promised to assist us considerably in a room, if we will continue to supply it 
with preachers. 

The president having a little time, entered into some items in reference to the Saints 
absenting themselves from sacrament because others did not do right. He referred them 
to the Book of Doctrine and Covenants, page 147, paragraphs 2nd and 3rd. _ I want their 
actions to speak as well as their words; ifa man speaks by the spirit of God, it will be 
accompanied by the power of God. Prayer is essential, especially family prayer. This 
is a duty very much neglected, no wonder that the enemy gets advantage over them. I 
feel assured that if we act according to the word of God all will be well. Let love charac- 
terize us in all our actions. In consequence of this being our first conferehce since the 
general one, I feel desirous to know your minds with reference to myself. 

It was then moved by elder Sylvester and seconded by elder Mitchell, that elder Ure 
continue to be our president, and that we uphold him by our united faith and prayers. 
Carried unanimously. 

The number of officers was then taken, 1 high priest, 8 elders, 17 priests, 10 teachers, 
5 deacons. The conference then adjourned until two in the afternoon. 


Afternoon Service. 

The meeting having been called to order by the president, a hymn on the 189th page 
was sung. Elder Rodgers then engaged in prayer; hymn on the 16lst page was next 
sung, after which, elders Sylvester and Mitchell broke the bread, while our beloved presi- 
dent made a few important remarks suited for the occasion. He said, I want to give you 


| 

SHEFFIELD. 

| 

| 


